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ELIZABETH CITY, N. C, July 17.-

Back in 1716/-,there lived and died a man
ln the region of Eastern Virginia and
Carolina, who made himself master of tho.
high seas and forced the world to ac¬

knowledge his naval supremacy, as no
other man has ever done. The name of
"Edward Teach," of England, Is scarcely
known, tavo by a few who have troubled
themselves to study the real history of
tho Sea King of the early eighteenth Cen¬

tury. Yet It was Edward Teach who
bullded or occupied a building erected
for another of great means.a house on
tho banks of the Pasquotank Hiver, in
Tasquotank county, North Carolina.
The same locality was for over a hun¬

dred years after the death of Teach a

rendezvous for pirates of the world, and
tho wife of Governor Plckney, daughter
of Aaron Burr, walked the plank, off
Dare county, within twenty miles of where
the seat of the eighteenth century pirates
.xlstcd.
The Governor of Virginia wanted Teach

and offered a big reward for 111.«· capture.
This reward amounted to one hundred
pounds, English money, a sum amounting
to less than five hundred dollars, though
In colonial days It was considered such a

large sum that men risked Uves to se-
curo It. The reward was nn item of
Insignificant vnlue, as compared with tho
tax which Edward Teach levied on the
.world annually.

PÍRATE BLACKBEARD.
When the pirate Blackboard left Bris¬

tol, England, on his llrst cruise, he was

a mere sailor, and though he traveled In
this capacity for years, he attracted at¬
tention only about five years prior to his
death. Morgan, the famous buccaneer and
privateer, had already Introduced piracy
as a "gentleman's" vocation, and until
his sovereign gave him command of the
Island of Jamaica as its Governor, he
hod created widespread consternation.
Morgan had been elassed as the pioneer of
buccaneers, hut Morgan was but the mere

instigator of the deviltry of his most

apt scholar and arch friend, Edward
Tench.
At the death of the King. Chales IL, of

England, the successor to the throne
sought to seize the former pirate, who
had been knighted by Charles The death
of Morgan is a manor of some dispute,
though an Interesting account disposes of
him after a teeond cruise at. sea. during
which he became the patron of young
Teach. Morgan Is alleged to have killed
the emissaries of the successor to tho
throne and to have returned to his buc¬
caneering. It wns on this trip that Teach,
who wns living on the island of Jamaica,
first became nn acknowledeg pirate,
though as a bold nnd fearless gambler,
he led In the dives of Iniquity which tho
West Indian Island harbored. Teach was'

llfutenanted by Morgan shortly after he
had embarked on his first pirate cruise
vit li the ex-Governor.
After the death of Morgan Tench re¬

turned to England, where he squandered
his gains, und with the support of ono

Kornlgold. an old mariner of Morgan's
fleet, Teach was enabled to fit out a

vessel and go Into piracy for himself.
With nn excellent training in the cruelty
of tho profession under Morgan. Tench
commenced a career which is without a

precedent or a more noteworthy after-
¿lath. Buccaneering, or privateering, was

rot the wor.'t form of piracy, and was
even licensed under governments which
wero nt war with one another. Bucca¬
neers fitted vessels at their own expense,
took out papers under hostile govern¬
ments and pillaged tho mcrohnn! vessels
of the nation for which»It carried papers
tr so appropriate..confiscate and destroy.
But It was left for Teach to adopt

Mongolian methods, murdering women'
end children with relentless cruelty.
When Tench first decided to buccaneer

tinder his own skull and bones, his f.rst
step on leaving tho English coast was
to follow the ocean current, known as

the·gulf stream, straight to the shores of
Carolina, where he mado for the sounds
which afforded defense and an excellent
harbor. The go-yornrnent to-day eonteni-
plates deepening those waters for a
watorway for the world's commerci«, and,
as a defensive harbor, In the event of hos¬
tilities with other nations. Teach, first
realized this advantage. On tho upper
banks of .the Pasriiiotank ho plantet}'a
colony, his abode being accessible from

the sound by vessels of lighter draw than
his fleet,

STORIES HANDED DOWN.
In and around Elizabeth City there

are these who remember stories hand-
j ed down by' grandparents, telling of the
black flag fleet once harbored here.I To this day the grim home of the old
pirate stlls stands as the only monument,
other than the historical mention of his
name In the text books of our Instltu·

j tlons. Within two miles of Elizabeth
City, N. C. and about twenty-five miles
from the Virginia line. Is the former
capítol of piracy. The old house Is of
excellent workmanship, the materials for
Its construction having been con¬
veyed hither, acros the Atlantic
Ocean from the shores of Eng¬
land. To-day the old home is occupied
by a quiet, well to do farmer, p. Mr
Prank Temple, who has surrounded the
place with a well cultivated farm, and,
within doors. In the dwelling which once
lent Its spacious rooms and halls to a
ribald mob. there'dwells to-day a timid
woman, and three small children, the
family of Mr. Temple.
Visitors are numerous at the old house,

nnd the family resident therein, have
been forced, for the sake of privacy, to
refuse admittance to tho majority of call¬
ers. However, your correspondent was
treated with utmost courtesy, and tho
camera used to good effect, as the ac¬
companying Illustrations will give evi¬
dence.
Tho former homo of the pirate standstwo stories high, with a deep basement,walled In by· rocks, which have given

way to time, exposing the basement toview from the outside, as the photographshows. Though not built after the fashionof a castle, the house reminds one of thetraditional castles of the Rhine.
Within twenty feet of the house flowsthe Pasquotank River, nnd an Indenta¬tion In the banks of the river, formed bynature, or, perhaps, by men, affords apretty bay. said to hnve been tho landingplace of the pirate's boats, which werethus hidden from the river view by thetrees surrounding. Though nearly twohundred years must certainly haveelapsed since this house was erected, ItIs yet practically intact, and has evenbeen repaired and placed in habitablecondition since tho view produced herewas taken. As It now stands tho remod¬eled house would appear not over fiftyyears of age. Time has done little tocrack the walls of glazed English' brick.The floors have given way, though heartcfdar was placed on the rafters. Thisgives proof of tho age of the building,nnd is a good illustration of the perfect-ness of the English brick of two centuries

ago. In Its once dilapidated conditionthe flooring broke, and a resident of thehouse, a lady, was hurled to the basement
beneath, where her arm was broken. A
new roof has been placed on the wallssince the photograph was taken, severalmonths ago.

REMARKABLE HOUSE.
The feature of tho Blackboard home,which gives tho stranger the greatestdelight, is Its magnificent antiquity. Thewalls and doors are of the most ex¬

quisito hand-carved paneling. The man¬
tels are models of art and skilled work¬manship, and must have cost an enor¬
mous amount. Such a house in colonial
days could only have been erected by
? wealthy, a very wealthy, man. As
one gazes, here and there, ? secret door
is disclosed, which leads far down into
I he darkness of the basement beneath,and makes <jr»ì shudder at this cavern,Whlph, like ti,e cave of Slnbad, the sailor,
has been aforetime occupied by dead
men, or men left to starve, amid the
wreak of bones and rotting flesh therein.
In the attic, above the second story,
may be see,, blood stains On the floor.
Dull splashes and spattered drops of
blood are discernible, though the accom¬
panying illustration of a fireplace in the
attic, which was used ns a death chain-,
her, or execution room, does not well
show the marks, which may bo observed
chiefly In the vicinity of this' fireplace.
Another feature of tho great old fire¬
place Is that It ts tho entrance to a secret
way Into the basement. In tho rear of
the brick is an opening, which goes down
Into tin' basement, nnd into this opening,
the bricks being first removed, the bodies |

of murdered captives were thrown Into
the moat below, which swept them out
Into the water of tho river and sound
beyond.
The photograph which shows the fig-

Ores and scrawls Is of interest. These
marks are everywhere in the house.
They arc supposed to represent the work
of ¡captives, or of the pirates who gam¬
bled and lived within the house.
These rooms are also alleged to have

been used in holding those who were
seized or kidnapped and held for ransom
or sold Into elavery, during that period
In which such deeds were numerous,
especially among unscrupulous traders
and sea captains. The basement must
have been the chief Jail, as the barred
windows will show to what good advan¬
tage It might thus have been used. Alto-

gcther this basement, reminds one of the
old closets in which "Blue Beard." of the
many sacrificed wives, kept his disobe¬
dient and beheaded .ladles under >the
magic key. .(... ¡>;
Blackboard is. thought to .-have been the

proud possessor of a natural beard of a

gross and startling type. As a matter of
fact, Teach adorned the horsehair, which
represented a fiendish and unnatural
growth of nature, as a means of spread¬
ing terror among those, who fell Into his
hands. This beard wns tied in red rib¬
bon bows, and had the desired effect of
ttansforming a man- Into a hideous con¬
ception of an incarnate demon.
In the County Court of Pasquotank

county, N. C, to-day, there are recorded
certain deeds granting titles to one
"Teach," acknowledged to be the same

man who occupied land there as Black-
beard. The titles, to tho estate, In the
course of years, numbering nearly two
centuries, have been .fo frequently sub¬
divided as to make it Impossible to locate
a title to the place of tho house, which
has been written of here, though deeds
conveying lands·, with "appurtenances
thereunto belonging," give sufficient proof
as to who lived in the house of English
brick. Aside from such proof, this relic
of colonial times is an evidence of its for¬
mer owner, nnd occupant. To those who
seek the abiding place of Blackbeard in
Amorica, the present home of Mr. Tem¬
ple has been accepted as the seat of
early piracy.
In Elizabeth City and Pasquotank coun¬

ty to-day there are residents of good fain-

FRANK L. STANTON.
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By FRANK L. STANTON,

Author oi "Just from deorgla,"
" Songs of the Soil," etc BROTHER DICKEY.

The Race Problem Fiend.
I.

Ilo studied de big race problem
Fum de mawnin' ter de night,

En he hollered "Halleluyer!
I got it a-gwine right;"

But ever mo' dat problem wnlked
Lak a ghost In black and white!

II.
En it follered close hehin' him,
En it loomed up big ahead,

En It lit de fin min' torches
En lighted him ter bed!

En he preached its fun'ral sermon,
But It never would stay dead!

III.
En he finally acknowledged

It had laid him des ez Hat.
Ea de roll er a hlg rock crusln r,
Or a lick funi a base-hall bat!

En he headed fer de asylum
Whar do lunatics is at!

The Song on the Way.
Any way the old world goes,
Happy bo the weather!

With the red thorn, or the ?·?eß,
Slngln' all together!

Pon't you see that sky o' blue?
Good Lord painted It for you!
Reap the daisies In the dew,
Slngln' all together!

Spring time sweet, an' frosty fall,
Happy he the weather!

Earth has gardens for un all,
Goin' on together.

Sweet the labor In tho light.
To the harvest's gold an' white,
Till the toilers say "Good-night,'"
Singin' all together!

Brother Dickey's Philosophy,
I reckon 'bout do only consolation

Adam had w'on he wuz drlv out or Eden
wuz ter say ter hllBo'f dal while apples
wuz mighty go id, dey didn't 'grce ??|,?
¦him nohow.

A man never gits ter do place whar
he knows he's a fool. 'Bout de furde&t
he gits Is whar he kin look buck en
see whar ho uso ter ho one.

Many a man what sets his light on do
hill top does It more 1er make do worl'
wonder how he got dar dan ter ??t?,? ,?
way for de res' er us,

*" " aa

It ez losin' a contract ter try ter dre&s

a fool up so'·* you won't know him ez
it would be ter put Satan in er white
robe en pass him off fer a bishop.
De higher a man cllmhs de more do

worl' takes note or him. Dey ain't no
mo' fleas on de white, dog dan what dey
is on do black one, but you kin seo 'em
better.

A Plantation Love Song.
Yonder come my lover.
De Rabbit let her bass,

De Dowdrap en de River
Say dey'll bu her lookln'glass;
Oh, my honey,'
All de worl' Is sunny;

I'll swim de river fer yo' sake, en give
you all my money!

Yonder còme my lover,
Like a summer Holiday.
De river slop his tnlkln'
Per ter Ilssen what she say.

cib, my honoy,
All de worl' Is sunny!

I'll swim de river fer yo' sake, en give
yo' all my money!

He Stood Corrected.
"Oh, Kunnol!"
"Don't call «i.i< man 'Kiinnel,' he been1

here six months!"
"Dal so?"
"Cose II is!"
And then did tho lust darky shout, at

tho top of bis voli e; ,

"Oh, fiin'ial." whirled roiin' and sail
sharply, "Wb:.? d" voit want?"

The Jackass and the Giraffe.
"Did you evei '"'a1' ÖQ hilo 'bout de

jackass "en do Glruffe7M usked Brother
pickey,
"No" roplled Bro'v Williams, "I

ain't hear«, dal "··· >'lt."
"Well." said la-other Dickey, "It

ain't es long ';'· Mlmn«er day or do
reni funi here ter WaéhliVtop. we'll
dey ain't no olile« waliin' for you, so

£.11 tell It ter >'<>u· White man peen
plow-in' do Jai'Kass all summer, en hfl
wuz ez tired el' ? '·' ·'· ni,ui wultln' sixty
day on $10 what «lla only borrowed fer
thirty, wen one.m'iwnin! de Giraffe poked
hie long neck over-de fence on give him
,1. time er day "Yon up'mighty airly
dis m.iwiiln'." !l du J:l<"k..ss. "I.·.ok
lak yog didn't have time to f|.v· yosè'lf
fer Visitili'? 5'OU l'""e feWl >:o' «'Oliar!"
Du Giraffe say <tot he never did wear

no collar sence do clay he bo'? Inter do
worl', on what's mo'.he ain't never

gwlno wear none. Jackass say ter him.
'Dar' whar you foolish. A long neck Ink
»hat you got would captili·' de country
wld a collar rotin' It; 'sides dat a collar
would keep yqu futn ketchln' col', en
ef you ever gits do sorethroat you'll have
il all do. way! Now, I got a good collar
on me. en seeln' ez dis Is my dinner hour,
I'll let you try It on ter set· how you'll
Kok In il, Giraffe 'frald It won't fit bun,
but ho try It on, dr-s de same; en no
Fooner had he got It on, good en fas',
dan de Jackass tuck tor his heels, en his
Master, comln' 'long 'bout dat 'time,
>·? seeln' de Giraffe adinirln' hisse'f In
.le collar er do Jackass, crope up on him,
en koiched him, en hitched him tor do
.>low, on worked Jilm six ways fer Sun¬
day! En w'en his crap wuz lald-by, he
pold him 1er :i circus, ez de only livin'
Giraffe what wus vain enough ter think
lie looked purty In do collar or a Jack¬
ass."

The Way He Viewed It.
"What's a philosopher, Br'or AVil-

Uamsr"
"lie's a man dat takes eyer'thlng

easy."
The questioner seemed suddenly lost

In ? bought. Then he spoke up:.
"Pat ??'??' do case, bow como you

stayed nut er .lall so long?"

Literary Notes From Bill vil ß.

One of our leading literary men Is
digging an Arles'-ui well and writing (ho
great American novel .both on the In¬
stalment plan.

The Georgia mule is not literary In
his tastea; ?? ho Is frequently discov¬
ered |n meditation as profound as that,
of any Ol "'" P°OtH and philosophers. (

The literal ? (linnet· cam.? off or. sche¬
dili.· linn·, and the hungry authors who
had been living on Iricèliao so long laid
away enough to make them, forget, (or
|li<. Lim·, that they Were nothing bi|,t
poor, fainoqs geniuses,

¦?,,, racen! debato on the mee prob¬
lem was inoel Batiefactory. A resolution,
w.'is pass· d that henceforth It lie allow¬
ed in :.-ttie Itself, aiivl take a much·
needed holiday, for that purpose.

lly and cultured citizenship who carry
the old "Teach" name, and In whose
veins runs the.blood of the tiger sailor.

A WILD CAREER.
From the coast of Capo Henry to tho

banks of Wilmington, N. C, there aro

numerous stories of Teach and his wild
career. Many have thought to locate a

part of tho treasure which is alleged to
hpve been secreted along tho coast of
the tidewater section. Deep holes In the
river banks and excavations in swamp
lands« or old caves aro to be seen In many
places, each one a reminder of a disap¬
pointed seeker nfter Blackboard's for¬
tunes. Undoubtedly tho bulk of the pi¬
rate's gold Is somewhere In hiding to this
dny. Ills premature death prevented his
making a disclosure of its whereabouts,
and the wise old pirate was known to
have made few If any confidants, as even
his. lieutenants were recognized thieves,
and he knew his men far too well to trust
them with such a secret.
With Its hidden passageways and

strange basement, thero will always be
p belief that somewhere, in or around
thf old home, is hidden the Spanish gold
of Tench. Each new occupant of the
house,' on entering, Immediately institutes
a search for the treasure, but the disap¬
pointment Is proverbial. Yet who knows
hut that some wnll or bank of earth con¬
tain the jewels of captured aristocracy,
or the yellow ore of Spanish mintage?
With the inlets along the banks, which

protect and create the sounds, well can¬

noned, nnd with the Inadequate method
of naval attack In vogue in the days of
Spanish supremacy, It was easy for the
pirate chieftain to establish himself se¬

curely and defy the combined navies of
the world. The stronghold of Black-
beard extended from the entrance of Pam«
Ileo Sound, up through Albemarle Sound
and the Pasquntank nnd other rivers
within the Inland water route.

7n making ? comparison of Black-
beard's ability to command at sen, h Is
worthy of note that Burnslde succeeded,
after a long campaign, In passing and
reducing, the Confederate fortifications nt
Hatteras. therehy making his way to
Roannko Island, despite the resistance, of
the Confederate navy, whereas the entire
navies of the old world were unable lo
oust the pirite, who practically owned the
sounds, and who was destroyed by ? trick
of tho Funstou type, executed by a young
British officer.
England, terrorizing thfi world, sweat¬

er] under the illegal taxation, which this
ruler of the sens placed upon her, Tho
government of Spain, then In tin« zenith
of her. power, corporate wealth and nnval
magnitude was the heaviest of all the
'Sufferers at the merciless bands of tho
Anglo-Saxon pirate. As cruel as Nero, and
ns skillful In naval tactic« ne a Nelson.
Teach robbed and plundered and con-

QUpere.V
At the foot of Hie steps of the house,

on the PasqUOtnhk, are two large mill¬
stones three feel In diameter each. These
atones' are plen|er] side by side. They
bare many tlmewprn Inscriptions, which
are almos! unintelligible. The feet of nu¬
merous generations have worn away Hie
Inscriptions, which were once carved on
the stones, nnd, amidst a jumble of let¬
ters and slgtui only the date. "170." can
be read. The last ligure has been obliter¬
ai ed.

WEIRD STORIES.
Hundreds of weird stories are current,

which cause tho superstitious to quake In¬
wardly, when visiting the neighborhood of
the old pirate home. Many have report.
ed strange· noises In and around lini
blood-stained, premises, .Darkey« say a
niun with a long black beard, haunts the
sene, and nlong the.Disímil Swamp-Canal'
route.
A story which has gained actual be¬

lief among the educated classes is that
Hie pirate, having lost ill.- head, after
his capture', swam three times around
tiie vessels bow sprit, oil which the dis-
tncuihcr.'d portion (if Ids dilatorily stuck.
The body of Blnok Heard goes the le¬
gend, made many efforts to get Into the
yessel, but was driven haek by boat hooks.
thus preventing the head from a probable
reunion wllli the body This story .Iris
¡ed to current children's nursery tales
?? ,·? headless man, whluji may he seen,
walking thè banks of Oracoko inlet, vain,
ly searching and groping about after

La missing headr which was taken to Vir-

glnla as a proof necessary to a gov¬
ernment reward.
The stories relative to Black Beards'

death' are varied, though It may be pretty
accurately summed up as follows:
During tho month of Norember, while

tho pirate was In winter quarters, at his
homo in the Tidewater section, and sur¬

rounded by the vessels of his fleet, the
latter being anchored In the sounds, he
attracted the attention of Governor Spots-
wood, of Virginia, who sent a lleutonant
of tho British navy out with orders to
enter tho sound, ffnd the pirate and cap¬
ture or kill him. The man who rocelved
this order was one Maynard, who boldly
undertook the execution thereof. The
major part of tne plrato crew had been
disbanded, it Is said, and wero scatter¬
ed, for tho time being, squandering the
fruits of a succesful cruise on the Span¬
ish mnin. A few of the pirate's chosen
followers were with him, and these were
his retinue at tho time tho order to slay
him was given. Maynard took with him
something over thirty men. Black Beard
had In his vosel about half that num¬
ber. Ono authority says seventeen. May¬
nard wns daring and fearless; else he
would never have attempted the capture
of the pirate. But tho man ho was after
was far from being a poltroon. To have
carried a largo fleet into the sounds after
tho pirate would have been unsucces-
fttl, as It would either have been defeat¬
ed after the usual manner, or else the
pirates realizing superior forces, would
have lied nt the approach. There was
but one course open to the British offi¬
cer. Ho must force the pirate to meet
him, nnd this, of course, mount to tight
him to the death. Por this reason May¬
nard went In a comparatk-ely light ves¬
sel, which presented more effrontery than
actual significance to the eyes of Teach,
long since deadened to fear of any na-

Seeing the nrmed crnft approach.Black Beard, with his usual daring,went out after it. as a spider might at¬
tack u wasp caught In its web. It mat¬
tered little to the pirate how many men
the English ship carried. So long as
they did not grapple there was no dan¬
ger, In his estimation. Meeting thus
off Ocracoko Inlet, the crew under May¬
nard mot the crew of Edward Teach,
After an exchange of broadsides nnd ?
battle of (lerco but short duration, the
English vessel suddenly presented a
scene of affright. The men became
frantic and rushed below deck, giving
the ship up to the pirate. With teeth
clenched and swords drawn tli English¬
men, all picked marines; waited for the
pirate crew to rush upon their decks.
Black Beard was caught In a ruse thla
time, and boldly grappici with the sides
of ills opponent's boat. Mounting the
"gun'als" of (hoir craft, the pirate crew
dasiuri re-klesslv to the captured Eng¬
lish vessel, At 0 word of command the
hatchways were suddenly thrown back
anil a swarm of esperi swordsmen dash¬
ed to meet the buccaneers. A terrible
IjBVOO followed. Black Beard led his
men with his usual Intrepidity. May¬
nard realized that he had no fox cub to
ensnare. It was as though the mastiff
grappled with the she wolf. Blood of
pirates mlllgjed With that of the gov¬
ernment crew. At the last, when a vic¬
tory seemed within the very grasp of
Black Board, a sword entered his body
and In« fell wounded, so that his men
lest heart and were nearly nil of them
annihilated, Not a man of the English
crew but received painful wounds, while
they had none forth two to one. The
head of Teach was sevi«red from the
body, .'imi with tjila tropiiv mounted on
the bowsprit the English Lieutenant re-

turned to Virginia.
Thus ends the history r.f Bl.n k Reird.

His "!«l r· selene.· Is t.'-rlay ? if North
Carolina's historie spots. The house-
castle Of the l'ai-'iuotank is yet a re¬
minder of the davs when blood and car«
nage shrouded Virginia and tho faro-
Unas, wien Insufficient naval« dependents«
was Inadequate to overpower euch men
as Edward Teach, "' Primo! Entinad;
a ili-in ubo fearlessly dohVd tin« world
within the protected anus of the hi«,
torlo banks. H.AHitv P, GUJSRRAKT«


